(l) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. H5-028045 (1993) 

The following is English translation of an extract from the above-identified 
documents relevant to the present application. 

A cache memory 11, a directory 12 and a comparator 14 comprise a set. 
Further, a cache memory 15, a directory 16 and a comparator 17 comprise another set. 
In the same way, an arbitrary number of sets can be added on. 

Hits from comparators 14 and 17 of each set are checked for coincidence with 
the pointer data from pointer register 20 in AND circuits 21 and 22, and each of the 
results is compiled in OR circuit, used as a hit output, and at the same time used as a 
tip selecting signal for each of corresponding cache memories 11 and 15. 

A pointer register 20 has corresponding bits to sets per cache, and every time a 
cache memory is written, the bits are set to be "1" and indicate the latest set that is 
accessed. 

Therefore, even if comparators 14 and 17 of plural sets output hits at the same 
time, only those that are allowed by the AND circuits 21 and 22 are validated. 
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